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of the Association, convened by circular and by publication
in the medical journals, at which general meeting several
provincial members were present, and took an active part
in the proceedings-Dr. Lush, M.P., among the number.
This meeting was held so recently as the 1st October last.
The propriety of the resolutions which were then adopted
has been acknowledged by a large number of country mem-
bers, who, not being able to be present, have since written
to me. These communications Mr. Barnes, no doubt inno-
cently, chooses to ignore.
Mr. Barnes urges "that it would be a fatal blunder to let

the present opportunity pass without making a bold push to
secure for the 4000 medical officers a proper recognition of
their fitness for the post of health officers." I have never

questioned their fitness for the position; indeed, I have
continually urged that their skill and information should be
utilised for the public good. What I have, however, advo-
cated is, that they should act as deputies only to a superior
medical officer, who, rendered independent of local in-
fluences and interests by a sufficient stipend and appoint-
ments, and on a large area, should, in giving orders, stand
betwixt the Poor-law medical officers and the local ignor-
ance and opposition to which they are so constantly the
victims, as no one knows better than Mr. Barnes.
The regret which takes the foremost place in Mr. Barnes’s

impressions of my letter, is at least equalled by the surprise
with which I have read his; indeed, his letter is a standing
proof of the necessity of protecting people against them-
selves and against those influences which, carrying with
them delusive prospects of advantage, prevail in some cases
over their better j judgments. At a general meeting of the
Association, held at the Freemasons’ Tavern in November,
1870, at which several provincial members were present, I
find that Mr. Barnes proposed a resolution, "That the
workhouse and district medical officers be appointed and
styled deputy health officers." This fact needs no com-
ment. Of course Mr. Barnes has a perfect right to change
his mind as often as he pleases, but that scarcely consti-
tutes him a judge of consistency, or entitles him to indulge
in regrets over the steady avowal of a principle. The value
of the airy decision (apart from the exigencies of perora-
tion) which he passes upon the tenability of my position
I leave to the judgment of those who have known me, my
efforts, and, moreover, my sacrifices in the cause which I
have advocated for some sixteen years past. 

’

As regards the prospects of the Association, one thing is
certain, that the birth of this child of discord in our midst
must have occasioned unspeakable joy in certain quarters;
and that its progress will be watched with quite a parental
fondness by our kind and sympathising friends at Whitehall
is equally certain.-I am, Sir, yours obediently,

Dean-street, December 10th, 1872. Jos. ROGERS.JOS. ROGERS.

FORCIBLE FEEDING.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-I have read with regret the letter of Dr. Clouston
on "Forcible Feeding," in your issue of Saturday last;-
regret, not because he writes disparagingly of my opinions, 
but because it is sad to discover that one has been rever-

encing an "eidolon" rather than a reality. Hitherto I

have been led to regard Dr. Clouston as possessing a calm
and judicial mind, capable of-nay, as habitually-observing
facts and weighing evidence without passion, and as being
scrupulously exact in statement, and cautious in drawing
conclusions ; and now he has shown to me that he jumps to
conclusions in as rash and hasty a manner as any visionary
or partisan whatever. Thus, in writing of me, he says :-
"Above all, he quoted from memory" Dr.Conolly’s opinion
"that many or most of his patients whom he had fed with
the stomach-pump subsequently died in conseq2cence." (The
italics are mine.) Short as is the above-quoted paragraph,
it contains two grave and inexcusable errors. First, Dr.
Clouston rashly concludes, and states, that I " quoted from
memory," whereas I distinctly alleged that Dr. Conolly
" has left on record." Not only does the writer thus mis-
represent a fact, but appears to intimate that my memory
must have been false, inasmuch as with all his extensive
research in Conolly’s writings, he could not find any " con-
firmation" of my statements.

Dr. Clouston’s second error is worse than his first, for he
makes me to represent Conolly as saying "that many or
most of his patients whom he had fed with the stomach-
pump subsequently died in consequence."

I never alleged that Conolly had fed a patient with the
stomach-pump ; and so far from declaring that H many or
most had subsequently died in consequence," I quoted Dr.
Conolly’s exact words, as follows:&mdash; I do not mean to con-
clude that they died in consequence, although I have reason
to suspect that such was sometintes the case."

It is by such erroneous statements and inaccurate quota-
tions as those described that mischief is created and repu-
tations suffer, and they act with double force when they
emanate from men in Dr. Clouston’s position. It is to

rectify these errors that I write, and not to agitate the
question of "forcible feeding." During thirty-two years’
practice in private and public lunatic hospitals I have pro-
bably fed almost as many lunatic patients as Dr. Clouston ;
but, having stated my experience in this matter, I have
nothing further to add than that

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
JOHN HITCHMAN, M.D.,

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London.
Cedar Cottage, Cheltenham, December 2nd, 1872.

JOHN HITCHMAN, M.D.,
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London.

THE FRENCH BOUGIE WITH LEADEN STYLET.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiB,&mdash;When Mr. Teevan so far forgets the usages of
civilised society as to employ contradiction in its directest

form, and that unwarrantably, he places himself beyond the
pale of reply from the person so addressed.
A very few words from me, therefore, will suffice to cor-

rect the misapprehension under which he evidently labours.
If Mr. Teevan will reread the lecture in question, he will
see that bougies with fixed lead stylets were never spoken
of as new, since they were supposed, as he says, to be known
to everybody. Sir Henry Thompson only said that he had
employed them with short movable stylets, "to be introduced
at pleasure," so as to leave four inches of the end quite
flexible, and as much more as one is pleased to make so by
withdrawing the stylet. He did not even affirm that these
were new, but I am bound to say I have never seen such
before.

Secondly, Sir H. Thompson described an instrument of
the form delineated as a 11 conical bougie with a small
bulbous extremity."
Mr. Teevan is at the pains to write to THE LANCET to

state that it is not conical, and places his denial in italics.
Let any reader look at the woodcut and judge whether the
instrument is or is not "conical," and also has a bulbous
extremity. Sir H. Thompson simply described it as it is,
in the plainest possible English, without any reference to
the trade terms, which are also well known to everybody.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Upper Wimpole-street, W., Dec. 7th, 1872. JOHN FOSTER.JOHN FOSTER.

FIELD TOURNIQUET.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Your valuable journal of the 25th ult. contains a
description of the surgical instruments in the Museum of
the Royal College of Surgeons, and the following very strong
condemnation is made upon "a field tourniquet (Weiss’s)
as supplied to the British army in the Crimea, 1854, but
found very inefficient." This implies that inefficient in-
struments were sent by me to the Crimea. I beg leave
respectfully to explain that it was the principle of the field
tourniquet, and not the quality, that was condemned.
Weiss’s field tourniquet is a modification of a very old in-
strument, by substituting for the buckle a more simple
fastening, enabling anyone to apply the tourniquet with
one hand on the opposite arm. This I have in a very great
many instances during the last fifty years applied to many
surgeons, by way of explanation, and I have sent several
thousands to all parts of the world by order of the Army
Medical Department, without a single objection or com-
plaint. I do not wish to dispute the efficiency of the field
tourniquet, that being best decided by medical officers who
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have had experience in the field. Trusting that your well-
known impartiality and sense of justice will excuse my
asking the favour of the insertion of this explanation in
THE LANCET, I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
Strand, Dec. 6th, 1872. J. F. WEISS.J. F. WEISS.

THE MEDICAL SCHOOL AND THE PROFESSION
OF LIVERPOOL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Your Liverpool Correspondent, in his letter in the
issue of this day, evades the challenge to prove the ac-
curacy of his statements, and attempts to justify his un-
founded attack on the Medical School and the profession of
Liverpool by an ingenious misapplication of the criticisms
of Mr. Banks upon the indifference of cotton-brokers to the
claims of science.

It is perfectly clear that your correspondent, however
well informed on other local topics, knows but little of the
Medical School and its doings. I therefore take leave to
caution the readers of THE LANCET not to be misled by his
opinions on that subject.-I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Dec. 7th, 1872. A LECTURER.

BIRMINGHAM.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE Town Council have, at last, had under discussion
the appointment of a medical officer of health. They have
persistently opposed such an appointment hitherto, but
they could no longer avoid the question. They have due- I
cided on adopting a report presented by the Borough In-
spection Committee, which recommends that the Council
should appoint and pay the medical officer of health, re-
fusing the offer of the Local Government Board to pay one-
half of the salary. This committee further proposed that
the offices of medical officer of health and borough analyst
should be held by one person, at the handsome annual
salary of .8400 ! that the appointment should be only made
for one year, and that the person holding it should be al-
lowed to practise. These latter propositions have, fortu-
nately, not as yet been carried; and it is to be hoped that
they will not be, for, if so, the Public Health Act will be,
as far as the Council have the power to make it, as useless
and inoperative in this town as possible. The importance
of the Act cannot surely be understood, and the value of
such an officer must be held at a very low rate, or the
Council would not offer so paltry a sum, and further en-
deavour to make him as little independent and useful as
possible by permitting him to occupy his time in private
practice.
Two of the Rivers Pollution Commissioners, Dr. Frank-

land and Mr. Chalmers Morton, are on a visit here, making
inquiries as to the drainage from mining and metal works.
They have visited many of the electro-plating, gilding,
brass-founding, galvanising, and wiredrawing works, and at
each of the places visited have taken away specimens of the
refuse liquor discharged into the sewers. They have also
visited the sewage farm, and tested the water discharged
from the corporation works into the river Tane. Wolver-
hampton, and some of the other large towns of the Black
Country, will shortly be visited and inspected by them.
The rate of mortality in the town is high, being 27 per

1000 last week, as against 25’2 and 24’3 in the two previous
weeks. Scarlatina is the principal zymotic disease now
prevalent. Small-pox is now very rare, and there are at
present only twenty-five cases in the workhouse infirmary.
The students of Queen’s College last week gave an

amateur dramatic entertainment at Lovegrove’s Assembly
Rooms, for the benefit of the General and Queen’s Hospitals.
The performance of the amateurs gave great satisfaction
to a large and appreciative audience.
At the Queen’s Hospital, in a case of carcinoma ven-

triculi, vomiting was allayed by creasote. Thirty-four hours
before death symptoms of peritonitis came on. The post-
mortem examination showed scirrhus of both cardiac and
pyloric orifices, encircling the entire organ and causing
great hypertrophy and dilatation of it. The peritoneal

cavity contained upwards of a gallon of fluid, which had
escaped from the stomach by a rent one inch in length.
There was also a scirrhous mass behind the spleen, but the
other viscera were comparatively free.
Birmingham, Dec. 2nd, 1872.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
(From our own Correspondent.)

THE annual Hospital Sunday collections were taken here
for the most part on October 27th. The day was fine, and
it is believed that the amount collected was very consider.

able, and will prove, when distributed, an important aid to
our local medical charities. Boxes were placed at the
various manufactories in order to give the workmen every
facility for contributing, if so disposed. The total amount
collected on this, our third Hospital Sunday, cannot yet be
exactly known, but, so far, the amount acknowledged by
the committee considerably exceeds .82000. Among the
curiosities of the collection may be mentioned the large sum
of =8111 6s. 9d. received from a small chapel at Bulman
Village, near here, belonging to the United Free Metho-
dists, one gentleman of the congregation having placed the
handsome donation of .8100 on the plate.

It is now stated, in reference to the West Auckland
poisoning cases, that Mary Ann Cotton, now a prisoner in
Durham Gaol, charged with poisoning her stepson, will not
be tried at the Durham Winter Assizes on account of her
being far advanced in pregnancy. The father is supposed
to be the unfortunate man named Joseph Nattrass, the
lodger, who died on the 1st of April this year from the
effects, it has been demonstrated, of arsenical poison. The
county police, in addition to the analysis of Nattrass’s viscera,
are understood to be acquainted with the result of Dr. Scat-
terwood’s analysis of the viscera of the other two children.
But everything is held back in the present condition of the
prisoner. The whole of the four cases, it is understood,
will be matured and ready for trial at the Spring Assizes.
No more attempts have been made to discover the body of
the husband, Frederick Cotton ; neither will anything be
done with the Sunderland cases. The numerous deaths of
children in the household of the man to whom the prisoner
was married while she lived with him in the neighbourhood
of Sunderland are surround-ed with mystery. The woman
will, however, be brought up and tried upon the four cases
from West Auckland, and until they are cleared away no
other proceedings will be instituted.
From the report of the Eye Infirmary here, it appears

that during the last year 1244 patients have been under
treatment, of whom 1089 were fresh admissions, and 155
remained from the former year ; 951 have been cured, 125
relieved, 25 incurable, and 143 still under treatment. The

surgeon, Mr. Jeaffreson, has pointed out in the local papers
the very limited and inadequate accommodation afforded by
the Eye Infirmary for important ophthalmic cases. It ap-
pears that the charity is too poor to board its patients, and
this expense must be borne by the patients or those who
recommend them. This is a state of things not at all
creditable to a wealthy commercial and manufacturing dis-
trict like ours, but which, we must hope, may soon be re-
medied. It should be mentioned that all poor patients ap-
plying at the hospital with diseases of the eye are admitted
without recommendation, and the institution for many years
has done good work in proportion to its means.
The honorary secretary of the new Ingham Infirmary at

South Shields is appealing for funds to complete and open
the building. It appears there is still a deficiency of .8700.
The sum would have been much larger had not Mr. Alder-
man John Williamson undertaken the whole cost of furnish-
ing the infirmary for immediate use, at an expense of
.81000. After this generous offer, the infirmary should soon
get into operation.
A subscription has been set on foot here for the benefit

of the widow of the late Dr. Walpole, whose lamented
death from fever was noticed in your obituary of last week.
I am happy to report that a very handsome sum has been
raised in a short time, which speaks well for the liberality
of our brethren here, and for the estimation in which they
hold Dr. Walpole’s memory.
NewcMtle-on.Tyne, Dee. 11th, 1872.


